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Funding available to support your fisheries!

#48063 – The Nature Conservancy (Lauren Owens)



National Fish And Wildlife Foundation

• Created by U.S. Congress in 1984
• Independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit
• Public/Private partnerships

• Federal agencies, corporations, & private foundations

• No advocacy, lobbying, litigation
• Focus on voluntary conservation actions

#49391 – The Nature Conservancy (Ayla Fox)



NFWF Fisheries Programs

• Investments in sustainable fisheries 
since 2010

• Nationwide: $35.2 Million awarded to 
190 projects 

• New England Region: $10.3 Million 
awarded to 56 projects



NFWF Fisheries Programs

• Focused electronic technologies 
investments since 2015

• Nationwide: $28.9 Million awarded to 
95 projects 

• New England Region: $7.7 Million 
awarded to 25 projects



Groundfish Electronic Monitoring

• 15 Groundfish EM projects
• Georges Bank Cod Fixed Gear Sector

• Initial trials of EM as a tool for catch accountability

• Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Association
• Innovations to catch handling issues & work towards implementation

• Next Steps
• Address costs
• Integrate new tools like artificial intelligence

#49391 – The Nature Conservancy (Ayla Fox)



Electronic Reporting

• 8 ER projects across multiple fisheries
• Northeast Sector Service Network

• Refine FishTrax for sector and agency reporting

• American Saltwater Guides Association
• Drive recreational compliance with bluefin reporting

• Next Steps
• Ease of use
• Support recreational engagement



Data Modernization

• 4 focused projects, element in many projects
• Cvision Consulting

• Develop artificial intelligence to streamline EM video review

• New England Marine Monitoring
• Test accuracy of AI in review

• Next Steps
• Artificial intelligence
• Increasing efficiency & accessibility

#66352 – New England Marine Monitoring



How are Innovations Spreading?

*Survey responses collected in early 2021

Electronic Monitoring

Awareness

Adoption

Need to overcome adoption 
barriers (cost, privacy)

#62034 - Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen's Alliance



How are Innovations Spreading?

*Survey responses collected in early 2021

Electronic Monitoring Electronic Reporting

Awareness

Adoption

Need to overcome adoption 
barriers (cost, privacy)

Strong work to introduce 
and engage users

#62034 - Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen's Alliance



EMR Funding Priorities
• Support use of technologies in fisheries data collection

• Improve & scale voluntary electronic monitoring
• Expand & improve electronic reporting
• Drive engagement with data collection in all sectors

• Modernize data management
• Enhance ability to efficiently process & use this data
• Reduce costs, improve timeliness & access

61444 - Gloucester Fishing Community Preservation Fund



#47964 - Buccaneer Fishing

Interested in 
Funding?

• Application window in 
August 2023

• $3.8 million in funding
• Support for new 

applicants

Additional information:
https://www.nfwf.org/progra
ms/fisheries-innovation-fund 

https://www.nfwf.org/programs/fisheries-innovation-fund
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/fisheries-innovation-fund


#49391 – The Nature Conservan   

• Partnerships!
• Fishermen engagement
• Agency involvement

• Strong technical 
elements

• Prepared grantees
• Financial documents in 

order

What Makes a 
Good Proposal?



Thank You!
Any Questions?

Gray Redding 
Gray.Redding@nfwf.org 
202-595-2438

Willy Goldsmith 
Wgoldsmith@pelagicstrategies.com 
617-763-3340

https://www.nfwf.org/programs/fisheries-
innovation-fund 
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