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Dear John: 

In June 2018, a new Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Workshop for Atlantic herring, 
reviewed by the Stock Assessment Review Committee, was completed. The assessment concluded 
that although Atlantic herring was not overfished and overfishing was not occurring in 201 7, poor 
recruitment would likely result in a substantial decline in Atlantic herring biomass. The stock 
assessment estimated that recruitment was at historic lows during the most recent 5 years (2013-
2017). The assessment projected that biomass could increase, after reaching a low in 2019, if 
recruitment returns to average levels, but that Atlantic herring catch would need to be reduced, 
starting in 2018, to prevent overfishing and lower the risk of the stock becoming overfished. 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) 
specifies that a fishery shall be classified as approaching a condition of being overfished if, based 
on trends in fishing effort, fishery resource size, and other appropriate factors, the Secretary 
estimates that the fishery will become overfished within two years. The 2018 stock assessment 
projected that Atlantic herring spawning stock biomass (SSB) in 2018 would be less than half the 
SSB to support maximum sustainable yield (MSY). The 2018 stock assessment estimated half 
SSBMsvto be 94,500 mt and a subsequent projection estimated SSB in 2018 to be 79,673 mt. 
Therefore, we determined that the Atlantic herring stock is approaching an overfished condition 
and, consistent with section 304(e)(l) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, are notifying the Council of 
this stock status change. 

The probability of the Atlantic herring stock being overfished is projected to be high through 2020. 
We expect that upcoming actions, including the in-season adjustments to specifications for 2018 
and 2019 and the new specifications for 2020-2021, should help prevent the Atlantic herring stock 
from becoming overfished. The next Atlantic herring stock assessment in 2020 will indicate 
whether the stock is overfished. We will continue to support the Council in its efforts to prevent 
overfishing and lower the risk of the Atlantic herring stock becoming overfished. Please contact 
Carrie Nordeen in the Sustainable Fisheries Division at (978) 281-9272 if you have any questions 
regarding this letter. 

Cc: 

Sincerely, 

~~all, 
.O~r Michael Pentony 

Regional Administrator 

Tom Nies, Executive Director, New England Fisheries Management Council 
Dr. Jon Hare, Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
Alan Risenhoover, Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries 


