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Goal of Specifications Package

Establish specifications for fishing years 
2017-2019 based on best available 
information and SSC review and 
recommendations
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Management Unit Terms 

• Target stock: Deep sea red crab
• Non-target species: None
• Ecosystem Component Species: None
• State/federal ACL issues: None
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Background

 2015 – Amendment 4: revised SBRM
 2013 – Specifications for FY 2014‐2016 remained 
status quo (1,775 mt)

 2011 – Amendment 3 modified the specification 
components to include ABC, ACL, or TAL
o Specifications for FY 2011‐2013 were 1,775 mt

 2007 – Amendment 1: SBRM
 2005 – FW 1: established 3‐year specifications
 2002 – Atlantic Deep‐Sea Red Crab FMP 
developed
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Specifications for FY 2014-2016

Approved Measure

MSY (mt) Undetermined

OFL (mt) Undetermined

OY (mt) Undetermined

ABC (mt) 1,775
ACL (mt) 1,775
TAL (mt) 1,775
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Updated Landings Data (Section 5.1.1)

• Landings have increased since 2013
• Landings from 2013‐2015 remain below the TAL
• Market‐driven fishery
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Updated Landings by Region

• Landings have evened out across all three regions in recent 
years

• Previously the majority of landings were concentrated in 
Region 1 (GBK and SNE)
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Updated LPUE Information
(estimated using VTR‐reported haul and gear data)

• LPUE has fluctuated between 15‐25 lbs/trap
• LPUE has generally shown an increasing trend 
since 2007
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Updated Port Sample Information

• Size of landed males has increased from 2013‐
2015, likely due to market demand
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Updated Discard Information

• 100% of trips reported discards on VTR in 
2014 & 2015; an increase from 89% in 2013

• No new information on discard rate 
methodology or discard mortality

• NMFS is developing protocols to observe trips 
in the future (last trip was monitored in 2008)
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Updated Discard Information (Section 5.1.2)

• Discard rates are highly variable
• The annual mean estimated discarded‐to‐kept ratios 
vary from 0.24 to 1.51 
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Price and Revenue (Section 5.2)

 FY: March 1 – end of February
 Landings/revenue data is from Commercial Fisheries Database System (CFDRS)
 Inflation adjustment from the Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI inflation calculator (2010)
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Fishing year Landings (live lbs) Revenue Nominal price
Inflation adjusted 
price

2002 4,673,214  $4,004,752 $0.86 $1.04

2003 4,091,659  $3,491,683 $0.85 $1.01

2004 3,233,508  $3,002,185 $0.93 $1.09

2005 4,046,364  $3,633,550 $0.90 $1.00

2006 3,841,577  $3,474,953 $0.90 $0.97

2007 2,773,721  $2,564,081 $0.92 $0.97

2008 2,762,239  $2,876,510 $1.04 $1.02

2009 2,804,735  $2,685,393 $0.96 $0.98

2010 2,677,184  $2,606,184 $0.97 $0.97

2011 3,358,517  $3,262,627 $0.97 $0.94

2012 2,901,252  $2,900,394 $1.00 $0.95

2013 2,024,420  $2,024,420 $1.00 $0.94

2014 2,440,974  $2,440,974 $1.00 $0.92

2015 3,609,774  $3,586,613 $0.99 $0.91

average 3,231,367  $3,039,594 $0.95 $0.98



Price and Landings (Section 5.2)
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SSC Recommendations for Red Crab
August 10, 2016

1. The DCAC‐based approach to developing 
catch advice for the Atlantic red crab fishery 
should remain in place at present.  OFL remains 
unknown and ABC should not exceed 1,775 mt for 
FY 2017‐2019.

2. Additional information, including the 
outcomes of industry‐funded research, could 
potentially be incorporated into a revised control 
rule.  New approaches should be evaluated, 
perhaps as a Council research priority. 
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Proposed Specifications for 2017-2019: 
Status Quo TAL (Section 3.0)

Proposed Measure

MSY (mt) Undetermined

OFL (mt) Undetermined

OY (mt) Undetermined

ABC (mt) 1,775
ACL (mt) 1,775
TAL (mt) 1,775
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Council Action

Approve a TAL limit that does not exceed 
1,775 mt males for fishing years 2017‐2019 
(SSC recommended ABC)
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Questions?




