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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: February 1, 2017 

TO: Herring Committee  

FROM: Peter Kendall, Herring Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee for February 7, 2017 meeting 
 

There will be a Herring Committee meeting at the Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor located in 
Plymouth, MA on Tuesday, February 7, 2017 starting at 10:00 AM. 
 

Purpose. The primary purpose of this meeting is to continue developing alternatives for 
Amendment 8 to the Herring Fishery Management Plan specific to potential localized 
depletion (LD) and user conflicts.  
  
Staff will summarize draft analysis prepared by the Herring Plan Development Team (PDT).  
The Council approved a range of alternatives to include in Amendment 8 at the September 2016 
Council meeting, but recognized that additional Committee work may be needed.  The Council is 
currently scheduled to approve the final range of alternatives at the April 2017 Council meeting 
in Mystic, CT.  The Herring Advisory Panel and Committee will likely meet again in late March 
or early April on this topic before the April Council meeting. Therefore, the focus of this meeting 
will be to further specify the problems the action is trying to address, to refine the range of 
alternatives to address the specified problems, and provide rationales for how those alternatives 
accomplish the goals and objectives of Amendment 8 and meet the National Standards.   
 
The Committee should be prepared to:  

1) define what the primary problems are – where, when, and which user groups are 
affected and how they are affected by localized depletion;  
2) develop rationale for each existing alternative, noting how the alternative would 
address an identified problem, potentially refining alternatives if needed;  
3) develop additional alternatives for the Council to consider; and  
4) identify any data needs for the PDT to evaluate to support development of the final 
range of alternatives.  
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Meeting Materials. As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 
www.nefmc.org, and paper copies will be provided at the meeting, as well as any additional 
meeting materials. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Deirdre Boelke 
(dboelke@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x105). 
 

1. Charge to Committee Memo from Herring Committee Chair (this document) 
2. Staff presentation for February 7, 2017 Committee meeting (at meeting) 
3. Amendment 8 Draft Discussion Document, updated February 2, 2017 
4. Herring Committee meeting Summary, October 20, 2016 
5. Summary of public scoping comments on Amendment 8, December 21, 2015 
6. Herring PDT tasking memo on localized depletion - March 23, 2016 and August 9, 2016 
7. Correspondence 

 

Status Update. 

Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan 

Acceptable Biological Catch control rule 

Recent activity. On December 7/8, 2016 the Council hosted a second public workshop on a 
Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) to support the development of alternatives 
regarding the Atlantic herring Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) control rule. The Council 
passed a motion in January 2017 to identify an initial range of alternatives to consider, 
focused on biomass based control rules.       

Next Steps. The Council is hosting an external peer review of the MSE technical simulation 
work in March 2017, and is scheduled to potentially approve a range of ABC control rule 
alternatives at the April 2017 meeting. The PDT, AP and Committee will continue work on 
developing the final range of alternatives at meetings between now and the April Council 
meeting.       
 

Localized depletion / User conflict 

Recent activity. The Herring PDT, AP and Committee have not discussed localized 
depletion at recent meetings.    

Next Steps. Based on the outcome of this meeting, February 7 Committee meeting, the PDT, 
AP and Committee will continue working on development of alternatives for Amendment 8 
between now and the April Council meeting.     

 

 
 

 


