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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: March 29, 2017 

TO: Herring AP and Committee  

FROM: Peter Kendall, Herring Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to AP and Committee for April 4/5, 2017 meetings 
 

There will be a Herring AP and Committee meeting at the Wentworth Hotel in New Castle, NH, 
on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 and Wednesday, April 5, 2017.   
 
 

Purpose. The primary purpose of this meeting is to potentially identify a range of 
alternatives to be considered in Amendment 8 (A8) to the Herring Fishery Management 
Plan for both ABC control rule alternatives and measures to address potential localized 
depletion and user conflicts.  The AP and Committee will also review the proposed action for 
the herring fishery in the Omnibus Industry Funded Monitoring (IFM) Amendment, and 
potentially make recommendations for any necessary clarifications. During the Committee 
meeting only, there will be a presentation of a NMFS evaluation of incorporating portside data 
into herring catch cap quota monitoring.    
 
For MSE control rule alternatives, the AP and Committee should review a working document 
that has been prepared to facilitate the discussion. Members should be prepared to provide 
specific input on desired performance of control rule metrics (Document 3).  Members are 
encouraged to fill in the worksheet before the meeting to help prepare for the meeting (pages 6-7 
of Document #3).  In addition, the draft discussion document for Amendment 8 has been updated 
with potential alternative descriptions and draft rationale (Document #4).  Members should also 
review this document in advance of the meeting and be prepared to make suggested changes if 
needed.  The Council is scheduled to potentially approve the final range of A8 alternatives at the 
April 2017 meeting.  
 
For measures to address potential localized depletion and user conflicts, staff has updated the 
draft discussion document with recent input from the Committee (Document #4).  The AP and 
Committee should review the new recommendations made by the Committee from their meeting 
on February 7, 2017 (highlighted in green), and make any additional recommendations for 
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alternatives or sub-options to be added to Amendment 8. The Council is scheduled to potentially 
approve the final range of A8 alternatives at the April 2017 meeting. 
 
For the IMF Amendment, NMFS will summarize the current proposed action and solicit input on 
issues that still need clarification for the herring monitoring program. Documents #6 - #6e have 
been provided to identify the issues that still need to be clarified before final action.  In 
particular, Document #6b highlights some outstanding issues, with proposed clarifications from 
the IFM PDT/FMAT to consider.  The AP and Committee should consider providing input for 
the full Council to consider at the April 2017 meeting, when final action is scheduled to take 
place. 
 
For portside data, NMFS staff will present an evaluation of incorporating portside data into 
herring catch cap quota monitoring, prepared in response to a previous Council request.  The AP 
and Committee may want to consider input for NMFS to consider as it finalizes a response.   
 
 
Meeting Materials. As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 
www.nefmc.org, and paper copies will be provided at the meeting, as well as any additional 
meeting materials. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Deirdre Boelke 
(dboelke@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x105). 
 

1. Tasking memo from Committee Chair, Peter Kendall (this document) 
2. Staff presentation (to be handed out) 
3. Working document for developing MSE ABC control rule alternatives 
4. Draft Amendment 8 Discussion document, March 29, 2017 
5. Herring PDT meeting summary, February 15, 2017 
6. Omnibus Industry Funded Monitoring Amendment (available online) 

6a. Description of proposed action 
6b. Memo from IFM PDT/FMAT with proposed clarifications  
6c. Memo from March 17, 2017 IFM PDT/FMAT Conference Call 
6d. Memo from February 15, 2017 IFM PDT/FMAT Conference Call 
6e. NMFS input on potential unintended consequences of proposed action 

7. NMFS presentation on portside data (Committee meeting only) 
8. ASMFC Addendum 3 Public Hearing Document 
9. Correspondence 
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Status Update. 

Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan 

Acceptable Biological Catch control rule 

Recent activity. On March 13-15, 2017 the Council hosted an external peer review of the 
MSE process and technical models.  Final reports will be available for the April 2017 
Council meeting.  The PDT has been developing analyses to support development of ABC 
control rule alternatives.       

Next Steps. The Council scheduled to potentially approve a range of ABC control rule 
alternatives at the April 2017 meeting.        
 

Localized depletion / User conflict 

Recent activity. The Herring Committee met on February 7, 2017 to continue developing 
alternatives.  The PDT has updated some analyses to support development of localized 
depletion alternatives.    

Next Steps. The Council scheduled to potentially approve a range of ABC control rule 
alternatives at the April 2017 meeting.       

 

 
 

 


