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FW33 – Management Alternatives
OFL and ABC – The same control rules developed in A15 and used 

for FW21-32, with updated survey and fishery data
 OFL - equivalent to the catch associated with Fmsy (F=0.61)
 ABC control rule – catch set at 75% probability of remaining 

below the F associated the OFL (F=0.45). Risk is evaluated in 
terms the probability of overfishing compared to the fraction 
loss of yield. 

The fishery has not exceeded ABC/ACL since A15

Stock status: Not overfished and overfishing not occurring
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“Spatial Management”
FY 2021 Possible 

Landings   
~40 million lbs (TBD)

Proposed FY 2021 
ACL

(F=0.45)  
~67.2 million lbs



Fishery Specifications for 2021
 No Action – 18 DAS, 1 access area trip in Mid-Atlantic Access 

Area, ~2 mil lbs for LAGC IFQ. 

 Considering access in several rotational areas, including: 
 Closed Area II, Nantucket Lightship South, Mid-Atlantic Access 

Area 

 Likely implementation ~June 1, 2021 (vs. April 1, 2021).
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Partial trip in 
NLS-North

2 trips in 
the MAAA

CAII-ext closed; 
Partial closure 
of CAII-SHudson Canyon 

Elephant 
Trunk 

Four “Runs”; DAS: F=0.23 to F=0.4
18,000 lb & 15,000 lb FT LA trips 

CAIICAI

Partial trip 
in CAI

1 trip NLS-S-deep

NLS-W & S-
Shallow closed

Possible Rotational Management 
Configuration for 2020 – several 
options being analyzed 
RED – Potential Rotational Closure
GREEN – Potential Access Areas



SSC Action on FW33 -TORS
1. Review changes to meat weights and dredge efficiency used to 

develop 2020 survey estimates, and growth and selectivity 
parameters used in the SAMS model to project biomass. Evaluate the 
PDT’s approach for addressing survey data gaps that resulted from 
canceled surveys due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Provide the Council 
with a recommendation as to whether these changes are appropriate. 

2. Using reference points updated by the management track assessment 
(2020), and considering the Council’s Risk Policy Statement, review the 
Scallop PDT’s updated projections for the scallop resource, and provide 
the Council with OFL and ABC recommendations using the Council’s 
ABC control rule for fishing years 2021 and 2022 (default).
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To address this the PDT is recommending four data 
adjustments that impact the OFL/ABC estimates:
 Adjustments to SH-MW parameters and dredge 

efficiency in the Nantucket Lightship region.
 Reducing growth expectations in most areas to account 

for slower than expected growth/overly optimistic 
projections. 

 Applying fishery selectivity in the NLS-South that 
better reflects the size distribution of scallops that will be 
in the fishery.
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PDT’s 2021/2022 OFL and ABC 
Recommendations
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Comparison of Projections and Survey Estimates
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The %error is calculated as 100*(predicted - observed) /predicted. Positive errors mean the projection was an 
overestimate, and negative is an underestimate. The most positive points on GB for both years is NLS-W, where 
the projections were overestimates. The two areas where the projections were severe underestimates in 2020 were 
CL2-SE and CL2-Ext. In part, the underestimation was due to strong recruitment in these areas. Similarly, the 
overestimate in MA during both years is in part due to poor observed recruitment. 



Comparison of Projections and Survey Estimates
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The %error is calculated as 100*(predicted - observed) /predicted. Comparison of AA and Open Areas.
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OFL and ABC Recommendations
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Year ABC-Land ABC-Disc ABC-Tot OFL-Land OFL-Disc
OFL-
Total

2021 30,517 5,110 35,627 38,714 6,678 45,392

2022 28,074 4,798 32,872 35,636 6,290 41,926

SSC would recommend the bold values for OFL and ABC.
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