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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: January 7, 2022 
TO:  Habitat Committee 
FROM: Eric Reid, Habitat Committee Chair 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee for January 18, 2022 meeting 
 
There will be a Habitat Committee meeting on January 18, 2022. We will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. 
and expect the meeting to end by 1:30 p.m. Please register for the webinar if you have not already done 
so: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6570510383641205518.  

Purpose 
The objectives for this meeting are to: (1) discuss and recommend initiation of an action to designate a 
new Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC) in Southern New England; (2) review and discuss a 
white paper related to habitat management on the Northern Edge of Georges Bank, (3) discuss draft 
Council comments on the Amitie trans-Atlantic submarine cable project, (4) review prior Council 
actions, recent industry concerns, and a NEFMC/MAFMC leadership meeting related to the Great South 
Channel Habitat Management Area (HMA), and (5) consider other business including a 2022 workplan 
and offshore wind and aquaculture updates. If you have additional other business items, please let me 
know and provide any related materials to Ms. Bachman for distribution. 

Southern New England HAPC 
In December, the Council recommended developing an action to consider the designation of a new 
HAPC in Southern New England. The PDT discussed this issue very briefly on December 16 and in 
more detail on January 10. They have drafted a short memo identifying the problem, potential objectives 
for this action, and a list of information sources to consider when drafting and evaluating alternatives 
(document 5). Given ongoing pressures from offshore wind development in Southern New England, it 
would be prudent to initiate and complete this action early in the year. The Committee should provide 
feedback on the problem statement and objectives and is welcome to suggest information resources 
(data, reports, scientific publications) for the PDT to consider. Ideally the Committee would recommend 
initiation of this action during the next Council meeting on February 1-3, 2022. This recommendation 
should include a problem statement and rationale for the action. More detailed objectives can be refined 
at our next Committee meeting as necessary. 

Northern Edge Habitat Management Action 
The Council considered a variety of habitat and groundfish management approaches for the Northern 
Edge of Georges Bank during development of Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2. A 2021 work priority 
was to determine whether to move forward with a habitat management action for this region. The PDT 
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drafted a white paper that explores information and issues pertinent to habitat management in the region, 
and staff will present this report during the meeting (document 6). While the Council did not approve 
continued work on this priority for 2022, the issue could be taken up in future years, and the white paper 
can serve as a starting point for those discussions. The Committee is encouraged to ask questions and 
recommend areas for further work. The PDT will address any recommendations in the short term, or 
document them to be taken up later, as resources permit and consistent with Council prioritization. 

Amitie cable project 
The Amitie telecommunications cable is planned to run from Lynn, MA across the Gulf of Maine and 
through international waters, making landfall along the English and French coasts. NOAA Fisheries has 
requested an expanded EFH consultation on the project and Council staff have been invited to 
participate in a meeting with NOAA and Army Corps staff on January 13. There is no formal comment 
period open at this time, but staff have drafted comments to submit as part of the EFH consultation 
process, based on project documents and discussions at the January 13 meeting (document 7). The 
Committee should review these comments and identify any additional concerns. 

Great South Channel HMA 
The Great South Channel Habitat Management Area (HMA) was designated via Omnibus Habitat 
Amendment 2, and three exemption areas for surfclam and mussel dredge vessels were created through 
a subsequent framework. The surfclam fishery has expressed concerns related to the economic viability 
of the fishery in the three exemption areas, given the scale and location of the exemption areas, and an 
industry member recently recommended that emergency action be considered to improve fishing 
opportunities. We will provide a short briefing on this issue to bring everyone up to date on past actions 
related to the HMA and can discuss possible next steps that the Council might consider related to this 
area. NEFMC and MAFMC staff prepared some briefing materials on this topic (document 8). 

Other business 

Habitat work priorities for 2022 
Work priorities for 2022 are similar to last year’s, with the changes noted above, plus an additional new 
priority to consider development of an Atlantic salmon framework to facilitate aquaculture in the EEZ. 
The PDT discussed a rough workplan on December 16, and staff will provide any additional information 
available about work schedules for 2022. Open questions include how many resources to devote to 
providing project-specific offshore wind comments, and when to begin work on the Atlantic salmon 
action. The Committee is encouraged to ask questions and provide feedback. We will continue to 
provide these sorts of updates during subsequent meetings. 

Offshore Wind updates 
Diverse engagement related to offshore wind science and development is ongoing. Staff will provide a 
short summary of recent work and near-term issues that will require staff or Committee work. 
Questions, feedback, and short updates from members are welcomed. 

Meeting Materials 
The documents listed below will be posted to https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/jan-18-2022-habitat-
committee-webinar. If you have any questions about the materials, please contact Ms. Bachman 
(mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 
 

1. Tasking memo from Committee Chair Eric Reid (this document) 

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/jan-18-2022-habitat-committee-webinar
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2. Habitat Committee/Advisory Panel meeting summary – October 26, 2021 (link) 
3. Habitat PDT meeting summaries 

a. December 16, 2021 
b. January 10, 2022 

4. Staff presentation covering all topics 
5. SNE HAPC memo from the Habitat PDT 
6. Northern Edge white paper 
7. Draft letter on Amitie cable project 
8. Background on Great South Channel Habitat Management Area and surfclam fishery 
9. Correspondence 

 
 
 

http://www.nefmc.org/library/oct-26-2021-habitat-joint-advisory-panel-and-committee-meeting-summary
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