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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: February 26, 2021 

TO:  Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel 

FROM: Eric Reid, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee and Advisory Panel for March 9, 2021 meeting 

 

On March 9, 2021 there will be a joint Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel meeting. We will 

begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. and expect the meeting to end before 1:00 p.m. Please register for the 

webinar if you have not already done so: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7697564770086457103.  

Purpose 

The objectives for this meeting are to: (1) have an initial discussion of a potential habitat management 

action for the northern edge of Georges Bank; (2) discuss offshore wind issues of general interest; (3) 

discuss aquaculture planning and coordination with NOAA Fisheries; (4) receive other relevant updates 

on habitat-related matters, including a review of other work expected to occur in 2021. If you have any 

other business items, please let me know, and provide any related materials to Ms. Bachman for 

distribution.  

Note about joint format 

Committee members may make motions/suggest consensus statements on behalf of the Committee, and 

Advisory Panel members may do so on behalf of the Advisory Panel. The same motions or consensus 

statements may be adopted by both groups if desired. Any voting on motions during web-based 

meetings will occur via roll call. The Committee or Advisory Panel may adopt consensus statements by 

acclimation, without the need for a roll call vote; this is preferable as a time-saving measure where 

appropriate.  

Northern Edge Habitat Management Action 

The Council considered a variety of habitat and groundfish management approaches for the Northern 

Edge of Georges Bank during development of Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2 (OHA2). Ultimately the 

Council’s habitat recommendations for the Georges Bank sub-region were disapproved by NOAA 

Fisheries, but the groundfish spawning recommendations for Georges Bank/Southern New England 

were approved and implemented. The Council has continued to discuss the idea of revisiting spatial 

approaches for minimizing the adverse effects on fishing on EFH during the years since NOAA’s 

decision on OHA2. In October 2020, the Council approved a 2021 work priority to determine whether to 

move forward with a habitat management action for this region.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7697564770086457103
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To address this priority, the Habitat PDT plans to develop informational materials related to this issue in 

the form of a white paper. This work will require consultation with Council staff working on diverse 

plans, and through them, their PDTs. The purpose of this agenda item is to bring Committee and 

Advisory Panel members up to speed on prior discussions related to habitat management for Georges 

Bank, and to help identify a list of issues that the team will investigate while writing the white paper. 

Members are invited to ask questions and suggest issues or information for further consideration. We 

will brief the Council on progress at the April meeting. 

Offshore Wind Update and Discussion 

Diverse engagement related to offshore wind science and development is ongoing. Staff will provide a 

short update on various issues including next week’s ROSA meeting, the GOM floating research array, 

comments submitted on the South Fork DEIS, and possibly other items. Questions, feedback, and short 

updates from members are welcomed. We can also discuss approaches to engaging with developer 

representatives at future meetings; while time-intensive, in the past the Habitat Committee has been a 

good forum for informal exchange between developers and fishery managers.  

Aquaculture Coordination 

In December, the Council commented on two specific projects as well as NOAA Fisheries request for 

input on Aquaculture Opportunity Areas. Council and NOAA staff will provide updates on how 

conversations around aquaculture issues are going and outline a plan for continued coordination. We 

would like to get feedback from members on these ideas, and firm up the intended roles of both the 

Council (full Council, as well as Committee, Advisors, and staff) and NOAA Fisheries moving forward. 

This advice will be provided to the Council in April in the form of a draft aquaculture coordination plan.  

Other updates and plans for 2021 work 

Staff will provide updates on other initiatives, including the Northeast Regional Habitat Assessment and 

relevant ocean planning issues. We will also discuss a rough timeline for completion of 2021 work 

priorities. 

Meeting Materials 

The documents listed below will be posted to http://www.nefmc.org/calendar/mar-9-2021-joint-habitat-

advisory-panel-and-committee-webinar. If you have any questions about the materials, please contact 

Ms. Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 

 

1. Tasking memo from Committee Chairman Eric Reid (this document) 

2. Habitat Committee/Advisory Panel meeting summary – November 17, 2020 (link) 

3. Habitat PDT meeting summaries 

a. January 25, 2021 

b. March 3, 2021 

4. Staff presentation 

a. Northern Edge 

b. Offshore wind 

c. Aquaculture 

d. Other updates 

5. NOAA Fisheries presentation, Aquaculture Updates 

6. Correspondence 
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