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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: January 15, 2020 

TO: Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel 

FROM: Eric Reid, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee and Advisory Panel for January 22, 2020 joint meeting 

There will be a joint Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel meeting at the Four Points by 

Sheraton, Wakefield MA, on Wednesday, January 22, 2020, starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Purpose 

The objectives for this meeting are to: (1) conduct an annual review of Council research priorities 

related to habitat; (2) develop comments on Coonamessett Farm Foundation EFP (assuming the EFP is 

published/available for comment prior to the meeting); (3) discuss ongoing issues related to offshore 

wind; (4) discuss progress to date and provide guidance on development of habitat policies for 

aquaculture, submarine cables, and floating wind; and (5) receive a brief update on the Northeast 

Regional Habitat Assessment.  

This is a joint meeting of the Habitat Committee and its Advisory Panel. In general, members of both 

groups should plan to participate in the discussions and provide advice and guidance, however the 

Committee is responsible for certain types of guidance and tasking, as follows: 

• If major changes to the Council’s research priorities are suggested, such changes should be 

made as a Committee motion, and will go to the SSC for consideration prior to being put to the 

full Council in April.  

• If available for review, the Committee should develop preliminary comments on the 

Coonamessett Farm Foundation EFP for Council approval on January 28.  

• The Committee should approve any specific tasking for the PDT, via either motion or 

consensus. 

Committee members may make motions/suggest consensus statements on behalf of the Committee, 

and Advisory Panel members may do so on behalf of the Advisory Panel. The same 

motions/statements may be adopted by both groups if desired. 

Annual Review of Council Research Priorities 

Council Research Priorities are now updated annually. Additions or removals are recommended by the 

relevant committee, and then reviewed by the Scientific and Statistical Committee prior to approval by 

the Council in April. On January 9, the Habitat PDT discussed the subset of priorities related to habitat 
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and offshore wind and suggested minor updates and edits, but did not recommend any new priorities, or 

removing any existing priorities. Work is in progress on some topics, as noted, but none were 

considered completed by the PDT. The PDT’s recommendations are summarized in Table 1 in 

Document 2c. Minor clarifying edits or status updates will be relayed directly from the Plan 

Development Team to the SSC, via the staff coordinator (Dr. Feeney). Committee members should 

review the overall priorities list and consider the PDT’s recommendations. If members wish to add or 

delete any priorities, they should come prepared with a motion to that effect. If members of either the 

Committee or Advisory Panel are aware of additional research efforts that fall under the listed 

priorities, please mention those at the meeting or bring them to the attention of Council staff.  

 

Existing research priorities are available on the Council’s website: 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/nefmc-research-priorities-and-data-needs-for-2019-2023.  

Offshore Wind 

Staff will provide some updates on recent activities related to offshore wind. Committee and Advisory 

Panel members should feel free to provide additional updates of general interest. During 2020, there 

will be an ongoing need for work in multiple areas, including but not limited to: (1) communication and 

education, (2) science planning, and (3) environmental review and permitting. The Council’s 

communication efforts include coordination through the NMFS wind team and ongoing updates to the 

joint NEFMC/MAFMC wind webpage. Updates to the Council are intended in part to educate the 

Council about offshore wind technology and the development process. If there are ideas for ways in 

which communication and education could be improved, or if there are specific areas of interest, please 

raise them during the meeting. Science coordination and planning is a critical issue. The Council will 

engage with the Responsible Offshore Science Alliance as the organization begins its work, but there 

may be near term and/or additional avenues for engagement in science planning, for example providing 

feedback on BOEM’s monitoring guidelines, or the research plans of individual developers. Finally, 

there will be several opportunities during the coming year to comment through the permitting/NEPA 

process. All these efforts take time and resources, and it will be important for the Council to continue to 

prioritize among them. Committee and Advisory Panel member feedback on how to prioritize among 

these issues and focus Council efforts is welcomed. 

Council Policies on Non-Fishing Impacts to Habitat 

In December 2019, the Council approved continued work on policies related to the impacts of non-

fishing activities on habitat as a 2020 work priority. Specific topics recommended by the Habitat 

Committee and the Council include aquaculture, submarine cables, and floating offshore wind. A 

work team of Habitat PDT, AP, and Committee members has been assembled to begin compiling 

background information on each of these topics. The group held a short kickoff call on November 15. 

This month, staff outlined three background documents (one for each topic), which were reviewed by 

the PDT on January 9 (see document 4). Staff will continue to engage the work group and the PDT in 

drafting these background documents, involving outside experts (and potentially contractors) as 

necessary, with the goal of completing these documents during the first half of 2020. This will allow 

the remainder of 2020 to draft best management practices and policy documents for Committee and 

then Council approval. 

Northeast Regional Habitat Assessment Update 

Staff will provide an update on the Northeast Regional Fish Habitat Assessment, a collaboration 

between NEFMC, MAFMC, NMFS, and other partners. Feedback is welcome. 

Meeting Materials 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/nefmc-research-priorities-and-data-needs-for-2019-2023


3  

As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/jan-22-2020-habitat-committee-meeting. Paper copies will be 

provided at the meeting. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact 

Michelle Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 
 

1. Tasking memo from Chairman Eric Reid (this document) 

2. Meeting summaries 

a. Habitat Committee – August 29, 2019 

b. Habitat PDT call – October 24, 2019 

c. Habitat PDT meeting – January 9, 2020 (DRAFT) 

3. Coonamessett Farm Foundation Proposal/EFP Application (if available) 

4. Federal Register Notice Related to CFF EFP (if available) 

5. Presentation – Offshore Wind Updates 

6. Non-fishing policies background document outlines 

7. Presentation – Northeast Regional Fish Habitat Assessment 

8. Correspondence 
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