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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: November 9, 2020 
TO:  Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel 
FROM: Eric Reid, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee and Advisory Panel for November 17, 2020 meeting 
 
On November 17, 2020 from 12:20-4:30 p.m. there will be a joint Habitat Committee and Habitat 
Advisory Panel meeting. Please register for the webinar if you have not already done so: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/371121868592311568.  

Purpose 
The objectives for this meeting are to: (1) receive general updates on habitat-related matters; (2) discuss 
the draft habitat policies for aquaculture and submarine cables, and forward them to the Council for 
approval next month; and (3) discuss a habitat work plan for 2021. If you have any other business items, 
please let me know, and provide any related materials to Ms. Bachman for distribution.  

Note about joint format 
Committee members may make motions/suggest consensus statements on behalf of the Committee, and 
Advisory Panel members may do so on behalf of the Advisory Panel. The same motions or consensus 
statements may be adopted by both groups if desired. Any voting on motions during web-based 
meetings will occur via roll call. The Committee or Advisory Panel may adopt consensus statements by 
acclimation, without the need for a roll call vote; this is preferable as a time-saving measure where 
appropriate.  

Updates, including offshore wind 
Ms. Bachman will update the group on recent meetings and activities related to offshore wind, including 
RODA and ROSA initiatives. These updates will be relatively brief as many of us are directly involved 
in these initiatives. Note that Dr. Sissenwine is the Council’s appointment to the ROSA Council, and 
Ms. Bachman is the alternate, and as such they will be responding to requests for input (e.g. this month’s 
request for input on monitoring guidance) and participating in ROSA meetings. There may be instances 
where we will bring ROSA items to the Committee/AP for group discussion, time permitting. Ms. 
Bachman will also provide brief updates on the Northeast Regional Habitat Assessment and some non-
fishing projects that are currently in the pre-consultation phase.  
 
Dr. Geret DePiper (NOAA NEFSC, Habitat PDT) will introduce a tool jointly developed by NEFSC and 
GARFO that summarizes economic data for wind energy areas, and explain how you can use the public 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/371121868592311568
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/371121868592311568
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version of the tool to generate summary reports. Document 4 provides some background on why and 
how the tool was developed. We are planning for the discussion during the meeting to focus on the 
report elements and how the tool can be used. See here and here for more information, including links to 
the web-based reports. Following the meeting, Dr. DePiper and other team members including Ben 
Galuardi and Doug Christel are available on an ongoing basis for questions. 

Council Policies on Non-Fishing Impacts to Habitat 
The PDT has made additional edits to the background documents on submarine cables and aquaculture 
since our August meeting (documents 5 and 6) and has worked with AP and Committee members to 
draft Council policies on each topic (documents 7 and 8). The previous Council aquaculture policy was 
distributed for our August meeting (link), and includes some content that may be useful to include in the 
revised policy. Clean PDF versions of the draft polices will be posted to the Council’s webpage, but Ms. 
Bachman will distribute Word versions via email should you wish to provide suggested edits in advance 
of the meeting in that format. 
 
During the meeting, Ms. Bachman will introduce the draft policies and take any questions, and then we 
will open the floor for Committee/AP discussion including suggested edits to each. Our goal is to have 
the Committee forward these to the full Council for approval in December.  

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas 
NOAA Fisheries announced two Aquaculture Opportunity Areas this summer and is conducting 
listening sessions this month. A request for information (document 9) is open for comment through 
December 22. More information is available here. The RFI includes questions related to future AOAs in 
additional locations, which we might consider providing input on. Note the CCC letter related to 
aquaculture coordination in the correspondence (document 10). 
 

7. What regions of the country should be future AOAs? 
8. Are there specific locations within those regions identified in response to #7 that should be considered for 

future AOAs? Please be as specific as possible and include latitude and longitude or defining landmarks. 
Please indicate why these areas are of interest, including favorable biological parameters, water quality 
(e.g., nutrients or other constituents that might make an area favorable), proximity to infrastructure (e.g., 
ports, processing plants, hatcheries or nurseries that could supply fingerlings for grow-out), relationship to 
other planned initiatives, etc. 

9. Within those regions identified in response to #7, what resource use conflicts should we consider as we 
identify future AOAs? Please describe specific considerations that might make an area unfavorable, 
including ongoing or planned activities or ocean uses. 

10. Is there ongoing environmental, economic, or social science research that would assist in the identification 
and implementation of future AOAs? If so, please describe in as much detail as is available. 

11. We are soliciting information on siting requirements for aquaculture operations to inform spatial analysis 
for future AOAs. For the region(s) identified in response to #7, please provide: 

a. Minimum and maximum depth needed to operate aquaculture farms. 
b. Minimum and maximum current conditions that could impact farm operation. 
c. Minimum and maximum wave climate that could impact farm operation. 
d. Proximity to shore. 

12. If states express interest in developing offshore aquaculture, should we also consider state waters as areas 
for future AOAs?  

Approved work priorities for 2021 and plan for completion 
The Council approved a list of habitat work priorities for 2021 on October 27. This list includes: 
 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/data/socioeconomic-impacts-atlantic-offshore-wind-development?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/data/socioeconomic-impacts-atlantic-offshore-wind-development?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/WIND/ALL_WEA_BY_AREA_DATA.html
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/WIND/ALL_WEA_BY_AREA_DATA.html
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/8-Previous-NEFMC-Aquaculture-Policy.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/8-Previous-NEFMC-Aquaculture-Policy.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#request-for-information-and-public-input
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#request-for-information-and-public-input
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• Participate in ROSA activities; collaborate with RODA and other offshore wind partners on 
fisheries issues, 

• Develop Council policies on additional non-fishing activities, 
• Develop a plan for how the Council can engage with NMFS on aquaculture planning and 

development (including coordination on establishment of Aquaculture Opportunity Areas), 
• Develop habitat and fishery related comments on non-fishing activities, particularly wind power, 

in consultation with other agencies, 
• Assess the possibility of and, if possible, develop an action to revise Habitat Management Areas 

on Northern Edge of Georges Bank (this is a multi-year priority). 
 
Staff activities: 

• Co-chair NRHA inshore work team, 
• Habitat impacts (NEPA analysis) of management actions, 
• SBNMS Advisory Council and ASMFC Habitat Committee. 

 
Ms. Bachman will identify a rough work plan for completion of these tasks and take any questions from 
the group.  

Meeting Materials 
The documents listed below will be posted to https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/nov-17-2020-habitat-
joint-advisory-panel-and-committee-webinar. If you have any questions about the materials, please 
contact Ms. Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 
 

1. Tasking memo from Committee Chairman Eric Reid (this document) 
2. Habitat Committee/Advisory Panel meeting summary – August 20, 2020 
3. Habitat PDT meeting summary – October 14 and 26, 2020 
4. Background slides on analysis tool, Landing and Revenue Data for Wind Energy Areas 
5. Non-fishing policies background document – Aquaculture (updated November 2020) 
6. Non-fishing policies background document – Submarine Cables (updated November 2020) 
7. Draft Submarine Cables Policy 
8. Draft Aquaculture Policy 
9. Aquaculture Opportunity Area RFI notice 
10. Correspondence 

 

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/nov-17-2020-habitat-joint-advisory-panel-and-committee-webinar
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/nov-17-2020-habitat-joint-advisory-panel-and-committee-webinar
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/nov-17-2020-habitat-joint-advisory-panel-and-committee-webinar
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