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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: April 9, 2020 
TO: Habitat Committee and Habitat Advisory Panel 
FROM: Eric Reid, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee and Advisory Panel for April 21, 2020 joint meeting 
 
On April 21, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. until noon there will be a joint Habitat Committee and Habitat 
Advisory Panel meeting. 

Purpose 
The objectives for this meeting are to: (1) receive general updates on habitat-related matters; (2) 
discuss and provide feedback on development of habitat policies for aquaculture and submarine cables 
(also floating wind); and (3) discuss and provide feedback on ongoing issues related to offshore wind 
development. 

Format and general information 
This meeting will be held via webinar. Registration information and attendee guidelines are available 
here. Meeting materials will be distributed via the Council webpage and FTP site as usual. Note that 
while you can use a phone for meeting audio, you will need access to a computer or mobile device to 
log in to the webinar so that you can be muted and unmuted by the meeting organizers. If you call in 
via phone without logging into the webinar, you will be in listen-only mode for the duration of the 
meeting. Please contact staff in advance of the meeting if you have questions about this format.  
During the 9:00-9:30 agenda item Committee and Advisory Panel members will each have an 
opportunity to share updates with the group. Please keep these updates to 1-2 minutes each. If you have 
any information or links to share with the group ahead of time, please send these to staff before the 
meeting for distribution. Staff will give a brief presentation on advisory panel guidelines (which will 
duplicate the presentation given at other recent NEFMC AP meetings). 
As with an in-person meeting, we can consider motions and consensus statements as needed. 
Committee members may make motions/suggest consensus statements on behalf of the Committee, and 
Advisory Panel members may do so on behalf of the Advisory Panel. The same motions or consensus 
statements may be adopted by both groups if desired. Any voting on motions during web-based 
meetings will occur via roll call. 

  

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/apr-21-2020-habitat-joint-committee-and-advisory-panel-meeting


2  

Council Policies on Non-Fishing Impacts to Habitat 
The PDT is in the process of drafting background documents on submarine cables, aquaculture, and 
offshore wind (the latter will build on the offshore wind document developed a few years ago by 
MAFMC and considers the potential for floating technology). Staff will present these draft 
documents to the group. Committee and Advisory Panel members are invited to ask questions, 
suggest changes, and identify additional information/resources that should be included in these 
documents. The agenda includes time to brainstorm the best way to share this information with the 
Council, perhaps as topic-specific webinars. 

Offshore Wind 
We will also discuss various topics related to offshore wind, specifically (1) RODA’s lighting and 
marking survey and other RODA updates, (2) an update from Dr. Lyndie Hice-Dunton on ROSA’s 
recent activities and next steps, (3) an update from Council staff on NOAA Fisheries wind team work 
that may be of interest to the group, and finally (4) time to discuss the United States Coast Guard’s 
MARIPARS report, including comments received and next steps. In general, these updates are intended 
to be informational, but members are welcome to provide feedback, particularly on RODA’s lighting 
and marking survey which is open for responses until April 30. You can also fill out the survey 
individually before or after our meeting. 

Meeting Materials 
The documents listed below will be posted to https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/apr-21-2020-
habitat-joint-committee-and-advisory-panel-meeting. If you have any questions about the 
materials or meeting format, please contact Michelle Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-
465-0492 x120 – note that this number is being forwarded during the office closure). 

 
1. Tasking memo from Committee Chairman Eric Reid (this document) 
2. Habitat Committee/Advisory Panel meeting summary– January 20, 2020 (link) 
3. Staff slides: webinar information, Advisory Panel guidelines 
4. Non-fishing policies background document drafts 

a. Submarine Cables 
b. Aquaculture 
c. Offshore Wind 

5. Offshore Wind items 
a. RODA lighting and marking survey: announcement; link to survey 
b. ROSA: framework  
c. MARIPARS: draft report; link to submitted comments 

6. Correspondence 
 

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/apr-21-2020-habitat-joint-committee-and-advisory-panel-meeting
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/apr-21-2020-habitat-joint-committee-and-advisory-panel-meeting
mailto:mbachman@nefmc.org
http://www.nefmc.org/library/jan-22-2020-habitat-advisory-panel-and-committee-meeting-summary
https://conta.cc/3cSLi8Q
https://rodafisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200227-RODA-NavAids-survey.pdf
https://rodafisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ROSAFramework_9-2-19_FINAL.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=USCG-2019-0131-0050
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/01/29/2020-01522/port-access-route-study-the-areas-offshore-of-massachusetts-and-rhode-island
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