
1  

#1 
 

New England Fishery Management Council 
50 WATER STREET  |  NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 01950  |  PHONE 978 465 0492  |  FAX 978    465 3116 

John F. Quinn, J.D., Ph.D., Chairman  |  Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: August 23, 2019 
TO: Habitat Committee 
FROM: Doug Grout, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee for August 29, 2019 meeting 
There will be a Habitat Committee meeting at the Four Points by Sheraton, Wakefield MA, on 
Thursday, August 29, 2019, starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Purpose 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss next steps towards developing additional policies for non-
fishing activities that may impact habitat. The Committee will also receive updates on habitat-related 
Council actions, coordination related to offshore wind, recent EFH consultation work, and habitat 
science initiatives. 

Updates on NEFMC habitat-related activities 
Final versions of both the Deep-Sea Coral Amendment and Clam Dredge Exemption Framework have 
been submitted to GARFO and the rulemaking process is ongoing. Staff will provide updated 
timelines for proposed and final rules at the meeting. GARFO is working with EFP applicants on 
project revisions to address initial agency concerns. At a later stage in the process the Council will be 
able to comment on the application and staff will use previous Committee/Council guidance in 
drafting comments. The Habitat PDT is in the process of publishing the results of the Fishing Effects 
Model on the Northeast Ocean Data portal. This involves working with the portal team on the best 
ways to visualize the data, as well as development of appropriate metadata for each map layer. Staff 
will provide a summary of the Northeast Regional Fish Habitat Assessment, a collaboration between 
NEFMC, MAFMC, NMFS, and other partners. 

Council Policies on Non-Fishing Impacts to Habitat 
As a 2019 habitat-related priority, the Council recommended developing additional policies related to 
non-fishing activities that may impact habitat. Staff will brief the Committee on the outcomes of a 
session on this topic during a CCC Habitat Workgroup workshop, held August 20-22. It would be 
useful to leave this meeting with a plan to develop and approve additional policies, targeting Council 
action by the end of the year or early in 2020. The Committee should discuss how they might like to 
see the PDT and Habitat Advisory Panel engaged on these issues; individual AP members have 
already indicated interest in participating in these discussions. Note that the application deadline for 
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2020-2022 AP appointments is August 31, so we will need to review applications and provide any 
recommendations via correspondence.  

Offshore Energy 
Recently the Council submitted comments on a transmission proposal for the NY/NJ region. 
Representatives from Anbaric, the company that submitted the ROW request to BOEM, will be 
attending our upcoming meeting to introduce themselves and this proposal to the Committee, and take 
any questions related to their vision for offshore wind transmission. This should be a good learning 
opportunity for the Committee as we have not previously discussed stand-alone transmission projects. 
We are still awaiting Wind Energy Area identification for the NY Bight; staff will update on this issue 
as needed, and on other ongoing wind energy projects/initiatives. Staff and Committee/Council 
members will update the group on recent meetings, specifically the Responsible Offshore Science 
Alliance kickoff meeting on July 30, and the ASMFC workshop on August 8. Materials from this 
workshop can be found here:  

Updates on NMFS EFH-related activities 
Staff will report on recent EFH consultation activities that should be of interest to the Committee and 
will give a short briefing provided by NMFS on a seagrass/saltmarsh productivity tool, which is a joint 
project between NMFS and The Nature Conservancy. 

2020 Work Priorities 
The Committee should take this opportunity to discuss habitat-related work priorities for 2020 and 
develop an initial list of recommendations for Council discussion in September.  

Meeting Materials 
As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/may-9-2019-habitat-committee-meeting. Paper copies will be 
provided at the meeting. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Michelle 
Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 

 
1. Tasking memo from Chairman Doug Grout (this document) 
2. Meeting summaries 

a. Habitat Committee – May 9, 2019 
b. Habitat PDT call – August 2, 2019 (draft) 

3. Presentation – Outcomes of CCC Habitat Workgroup workshop 
4. Anbaric briefing materials 
5. Draft ROSA framework as of August 9, 2019 
6. Presentation – Northeast Regional Fish Habitat Assessment 
7. Seagrass/Saltmarsh project briefing materials 
8. List of possible Council work priorities for 2020 
9. Correspondence 

 
Also see MAFMC policies on non-fishing impacts to habitat: http://www.mafmc.org/s/HabPolicies- 
Combined.pdf, as well as NEFMC polices on offshore energy development: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/UPDATE_fin04.2019_Operations_Handbook_revised.pdf (pages 
43-45). 
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