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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: May 3, 2019 
TO: Habitat Committee  
FROM: Doug Grout, Habitat Committee Chairman 
SUBJECT: Charge to Committee for May 9, 2018 meeting 
 
There will be a Habitat Committee meeting at the Hampton Inn & Suites in Foxborough, MA, on 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss and provide feedback on research objectives for the Great 
South Channel Habitat Management Area (HMA). The Committee will also receive a briefing on the 
Fishing Effects Model, discuss any energy related updates since the April Council meeting, and discuss 
how to approach developing additional policies for non-fishing activities that may impact habitat. 
 
Research Planning for the Great South Channel Habitat Management Area 
 
As you know, the Council recommended three exemption and two research areas in the Great South 
Channel HMA on December 4, 2018. The recommended alternative includes the following 
commitment: “The Council will develop a prioritized list of research needs concerning Rose and 
Crown and Davis Bank East. The intent is to work towards an exempted fishing permit program for 
these areas, which will support the potential development of additional exemptions in the future.” The 
PDT has held two conference calls, an in-person meeting, and numerous informal discussions to 
support development of a research plan for the HMA. Meanwhile, fishermen and researchers are 
working on specific exempted fishing permit proposals. Staff will present the PDT’s recommendations 
on research objectives and will briefly summarize ongoing discussions with EFP applicants. 
Eventually, once GARFO deems any EFP applications complete, the Council will be asked to 
comment on these EFPs. It would be useful to get feedback from the Committee on the list of research 
objectives as well as the criteria the Council would use when providing feedback to GARFO on any 
EFPs. 
 
Fishing Effects Model 
 
The Habitat Plan Development Team has been collaborating with researchers from Alaska Pacific 
University in Anchorage to implement an updated version of the Swept Area Seabed Impact model, 
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referred to as the Fishing Effects Model. Staff will provide an overview of model methods, results, 
applications within and beyond the Council process, and possible next steps. The Committee and 
Council should have a general understanding of the model as it will be used to support habitat-related 
analyses of Council management actions going forward. Committee feedback will be useful as staff 
prepare to communicate results of the analysis to the Council and possible users outside the Council. 
Various groups have indicated their interest in applying the model outputs to their projects. It is 
important for the Committee and eventually the Council to see the results of this work before the 
model outputs are used in outside applications, for example as an indicator for ecosystem assessments 
or ocean health indices. 
 
Offshore Energy 
 
The Council recently held a special session on offshore wind. Background materials and presentations 
are located here: https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2019-offshore-wind-in-the-northeast-region-
special-session. Staff continue to explore ways to support NMFS as they consult on various offshore 
wind projects, including the Vineyard Wind project, and ways to support the efforts of RODA. Wind 
Energy Area identification for the NY Bight is expected to be published soon by the Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management; staff will update on this issue as needed. The Council may wish to comment on 
the Federal Register notice publicizing the areas. Similar to past wind energy area announcements, this 
notice is expected to include an NOI to prepare an Environmental Assessment related to leasing and 
site assessment. If there are specific energy-related issues you would like more information on during 
the meeting, please communicate any requests to Ms. Bachman as soon as possible. 
 
Council Policies on Non-Fishing Impacts to Habitat 
 
As a 2019 habitat-related priority, the Council recommended developing additional policies related to 
non-fishing activities that may impact habitat. The process for developing additional NEFMC policies 
will likely involve an educational element, so that Committee members (and later other Council 
members) have a common understanding of a particular issue/impact, a discussion of what elements 
NEFMC’s policy should include, and finally drafting and approval of language by the Committee and 
later the full Council.  
 
Two resources should benefit us as we work on these policies. First, as you know, the offshore energy 
polices approved last year for both renewables and oil/gas were taken directly from the Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council’s policies. Members are encouraged to review the other policies 
developed by MAFMC to get a sense for the scope and content of these documents. They are available 
here: http://www.mafmc.org/s/HabPolicies-Combined.pdf. Second, the CCC’s Habitat Workgroup, of 
which Ms. Bachman is a member, is convening an August 2019 workshop to discuss non-fishing 
impacts to EFH and how the Council’s can work with NOAA to advocate for habitat protection. These 
types of policies are one of the agenda items for the workshop. Staff will return from this meeting with 
ideas for how to effectively craft these types of policies so that they are useful to the Council, NOAA 
Fisheries, and others. 
 
For our meeting on the 9th, please review the MAFMC policies and develop an initial assessment of 
whether these are broadly speaking in line with policies we would want to develop, in terms of both 
the range of topics and specific content. It would be useful to leave this meeting with a plan to develop 
and approve additional policies, targeting Council action by the end of the year.  
 
  

https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2019-offshore-wind-in-the-northeast-region-special-session
https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2019-offshore-wind-in-the-northeast-region-special-session
http://www.mafmc.org/s/HabPolicies-Combined.pdf
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Meeting Materials 
 
As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/may-9-2019-habitat-committee-meeting. Paper copies will be 
provided at the meeting. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Michelle 
Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120). 
 

1. Tasking memo from Chairman Doug Grout (this document) 
2. Meeting summaries 

a. Habitat PDT – March 7, 2019 
b. Habitat PDT call – April 23, 2019 

3. Presentation – GSC HMA research planning 
4. Great South Channel Habitat Management Area research planning document 
5. Presentation – Smolowitz et al. EFP project proposal: ‘Habitat impact analysis of clam and 

mussel harvesting by dredge gear’ 
6. Presentation – Maynard et al. EFP project proposal: ‘Industry-funded surveys of mussel beds in 

the Great South Channel Habitat Management Area’ 
7. Presentation – Fishing Effects Model 
8. Fishing Effects Model report 
9. Correspondence 

 
Also see MAFMC policies on non-fishing impacts to habitat: http://www.mafmc.org/s/HabPolicies-
Combined.pdf, as well as NEFMC polices on offshore energy development: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/UPDATE_fin04.2019_Operations_Handbook_revised.pdf (pages 
43-45). 
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