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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

DATE: May 15, 2018 

TO: Habitat Committee  

FROM: Doug Grout, Habitat Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Charge to Committee for May 22, 2018 meeting 

 

There will be a Habitat Committee meeting at the Hotel Providence in Providence, RI, on Tuesday, 

May 22, 2018.  

 

Purpose 

 

The purposes of this meeting are to: (1) develop alternatives for the framework action that is 

considering clam dredge exemptions within the Great South Channel Habitat Management Area 

(HMA), and (2) draft comments to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management on offshore energy 

leases. A summary of the Committee’s April 26 meeting is provided as document 2.  

 

Clam dredge exemptions in the Great South Channel Habitat Management Area 

 

The clam framework is a trailing action to the recently implemented Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat 

Amendment 2 (OHA2). Staff will present the analyses requested of the Plan Development Team by the 

Habitat Committee. See document 3a (presentation) and document 3b (memo). The Committee may 

wish to review documents from the previous Committee meeting on April 26 as well. 

 

The No Action alternative for this framework would allow the exemption for hydraulic dredges to 

expire on April 9, 2018, closing the entirety of the Great South Channel HMA to clam dredging. The 

May 16, 2018 memo summarizes habitat and fishery data for various sets of spatial management areas 

that could be analyzed as alternatives in the framework. Sub-areas within these alternatives could be 

mixed and matched if desired by the Committee. The PDT evaluated (1) four equal area quadrants that 

together comprise the entire potential exemption area, (2) a recommendation from the surfclam 

industry/Habitat Advisory Panel for an alternative that includes areas in the southeastern corner and 

along the eastern boundary of the HMA, and (3) two nested sets of areas that focus on contiguous 

areas/clusters of cobble-boulder substrate. I recommend that Committee members bring 

recommendations for specific exemption vs. closed areas to the meeting, based on the analyses 

provided. The intent is for the Council to select a range of alternatives for analysis during the Portland 

meeting (June 12-14).  
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The PDT memo also discusses rotational management and mussel dredge exemptions. Committee 

members should consider whether to recommend either or both of these for continued development in 

the framework, and provide specific guidance as to what alternatives for either approach should look 

like. 

 

Offshore energy 

 

As noted previously, there are three currently open comment periods (notices are available here: 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2018-habitat-committee). The Council has asked the 

Committee to develop comments on these topics, and staff will distribute draft letters for 

consideration as they are developed (documents 4a and 4b). The agenda includes time to discuss 

these draft letters. Comments on the Vineyard Wind Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS and 

comments on BOEM’s Path Forward were sent to BOEM the week of April 30.  
 

Meeting Materials 

 

As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to www.nefmc.org. Paper copies, 

as well as any additional meeting materials, will be provided at the meeting. If you have any questions 

about the documents, please contact Michelle Bachman (mbachman@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x120).  

 

1. Tasking memo from Chairman Doug Grout (this document) 

2. Habitat Committee meeting summary, 04/26/18 

3. Clam framework 

a. Presentation – PDT analysis of potential alternatives 

b. PDT memo to Committee evaluating potential framework alternatives, 05/16/18 

c. Draft framework document (as updated through 05/16/18) 

d. SSC sub-panel report on clam survey reports, 05/16/18 

4. Draft comment letters to BOEM on offshore energy projects  

a. New York Bight Request for Information 

b. Proposed Sale Notice for Leasing Offshore Massachusetts 

5. Correspondence 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/april-2018-habitat-committee
http://www.nefmc.org/
mailto:mbachman@nefmc.org

