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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: March 15, 2023 

TO: Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) 
  FROM: Tom Nies, Executive Director 
SUBJECT: Terms of Reference – SSC feedback on Amendment 23 review 

metrics and indicators under development 
 
Terms of Reference 

A. Review and provide technical feedback on the Plan Development Team’s (PDT) list of 
possible Amendment 23 (A23) metrics and indicators for the A23 review. These metrics 
and indicators are being developed as part of a review process that will evaluate the A23 
monitoring program using available data. In addition, the SSC may wish to comment on 
whether there are any metrics or indicators missing from the list for consideration and on 
the PDT’s initial prioritization of metrics and indicators. 

 
Background 
A23 implemented changes to the commercial groundfish fishery’s monitoring and reporting system 
to ensure it is providing accurate catch information necessary to manage the fishery effectively. 
Changes include, amongst other measures, increased sector monitoring coverage targets and a 
review process to evaluate the effectiveness of the increased targets.  
 
The review process includes establishing metrics and indicators of how well the monitoring 
program improved the accuracy of catch data while maximizing value of the information collected 
and minimizing the costs of the monitoring program. The review will evaluate the A23 monitoring 
program using available data. The review is to occur once two full fishing years of data is available 
(in Year 3 following implementation of A23) and periodically thereafter. A23 measures were 
implemented on December 15, 2022, and January 9, 2023. Therefore, the first full year under A23 
will be fishing year 2023 (which begins on May 1). 
 
To prepare for the review, the PDT has generated an initial list of possible metrics and indicators, 
with additional input from the Groundfish Advisory Panel, Groundfish Committee, and Council. 
The PDT is now refining the list of possible review metrics and indicators, which will include 
testing some of the metrics and indicators with data available. The Council anticipates additional 
opportunities for input, including from the public, to further develop and refine the metrics and 
indicators prior to the review. 
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Information 

3. A23 Review Metrics and Indicators 
a. Presentation: Groundfish Plan Development Team Report on Possible A23 Review 

Metrics and Indicators (NEFMC staff). 
b. Memo from Groundfish PDT to SSC re Possible A23 review metrics and indicators  
c. Background: Draft Amendment 23 Review Metrics Discussion Paper 
d. Background: Amendment 23. Available at: 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/amendment-23 
  

https://www.nefmc.org/library/amendment-23
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